Case xxx.

The film of a ghost rocket

Telephone interview with director Gösta Skog on Aug 11 and Aug 16, 1986. Mr. Skog was born in 1906

Gösta Skog, together with three colleagues, was on his way from Gothenburg to Stockholm to visit the St Erik fair. They were travelling by car. As they reached Getå at the Bråviken bay [east coast of Sweden] they stopped for a sandwich and a cup of coffee. Gösta Skog recalls:

”I was filming the trip to Stockholm with my Paillard-Bolex 16mm colour camera. The camera had four lenses and when we stopped at Getå I put on the medium optics to film some views over the Bråviken. It was a beautiful sight and I wound up the camera which was operated with a spring, and started to film towards the horizon. It was around 3 o'clock in the afternoon and I had just put in a new film in the camera. Then one of my colleagues called out:

"What the hell is that in the air?" and he pointed to the sky.

When I looked above my head I saw a smouldering "cigar" coming straight from the south over the Bråviken [bay]. I turned up the camera, which was placed on a tripod, towards the rocket, I changed to the telephoto lens and I continued filming while I followed the object in the view finder.

It came out of a cloud, out into the blue, then it got into the next cloud, came out again and finally it disappeared in the distance heading north. I could not see any details on it, the surface was dark and from the rear end blazes of fire flared up, in the same way as you can see when the American rockets are launched. But we could not hear any sound.

Afterwards I was so excited that I was shaking. We were all really shook up. There we were, four completely sensible and sober people in the car, trying to understand what we had witnessed. I put back my camera into the box and we continued our trip to Stockholm. We talked about the event all the way up.

When we arrived in Stockholm I phoned the Air staff and told them that I had managed to take a film of a mysterious rocket. At first I hesitated to call them as I thought they would laugh at us but they took us really seriously and they asked us to come up immediately and bring the film. 

When we came up to the Air staff we were taken into separate interrogation rooms together with two officers each. Then we were cross examined for at least 30 minutes and everything we said was written down.

Before the interrogation we had no time to prepare ourselves. They started asking questions as soon as we came into the room.

After the interrogation we were permitted to leave but we were asked to come back two hours later by which time the officers would have  the film exposed. 

We went out and had a cup of coffee and when we came back we were taken to a cinema room, equipped with a white screen and the light was switched off. There were many officers in the room waiting to see the film.

Unfortunately the film was blank. I had changed to the telephoto lens, the definition was adjusted to infinity but I had forgot to change the diaphragm. It was positioned to completely open, 2,5, and the whole film sequence was overexposed.

In spite of this the Air staff decided to keep the film. The film also contained some private pictures which I never got back and I really did not care. I was so disappointed to have missed out on the Scoop of my Life!

When we left the Air staff we were told to keep quiet so that the press would not find out about what had happened. And so we did. I have only talked about it with people who are very close to me.

I have been grieving about this whole thing for 40 years now. To think I missed out on a scoop like that, a world sensation! I could have sold the film to any company. But there is not much time when something like this happens - the whole thing was over in less than 30 seconds.

I am thinking about this every time I see a rocket launch on TV. It will never get out of my mind. I can still see it very clearly in front of me.

The rocket probably came from Peenemünde. The height was about 3000-4000 metres. I estimated the height by comparing with a plane I saw at an air show a couple of years earlier.   

Skog handled the advertising for Polyphoto in those days and he worked a lot together with Olle Bengtsson in Gothenburg. Olle's brother Tore helped me to find Skog.

The three other witnesses were a litographer, an offset photographer and a salesman. All four of them were on their way to the very first St Erik fair in Stockholm. As all hotels very fully booked Skog was to stay at Abersten's place.

Skog says that he was convinced that the phantom rockets were only science fiction until he saw one himself.

Two of his colleagues are dead and the third is still alive. Skog talked to him in August after our first conversation and the colleague would absolutely not come out and talk about the event. He was very determined as far as this point was concerned. Moreover, he made Skog so jittery that Skog now considers not to say any more. He is also reluctant to make the sketch I asked him to do in my letter, though he had promised to do it earlier. "You should not poke into old rubbish", he now says. After some persuasion, however, he promised to think about it once more.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Rolf Abersten, Merchant, address Norrmälarstarand 64, Stockholm. He is called Director in the report. Telephone 1946: 538707 (home), 509413 (office). Moved to Uppsala on Aug 21, 1950. New address Norbyvägen 27.

Family:

Rolf (090721-95)

Stina (Maria), wife

Rolf Lennart Karl lives in Italy.

Jan (Gunnar), Photographer at Expert in Uppsala.

Bertil, Photograper in Uppsala.

Information received from Kungsholmens parish registration office,

tel 08/540760 (Eriksson)

Uppsala cathedral parish office 018/152020

The county administrative board, computer register 018/175401

Rolf Abersten expired in 1951. He served the army in 1942-1943.

His brother Gunnar is a lawyer in Sundsvall 060/155248 (home),

060/27093 (summer house) and 060/150750 (office).

Stina Abersten, born in 1903, is still alive and her address is Björklundavägen 14, 75246 Uppsala, 018/301001.

I spoke to Stina on the phone on June 23, 1986.   

Also see letters 12/8, 25/8, 24/6 1986

----------------------------------------------------------------------INTERVIEW WITH GÖSTA SKOG ON THE PHONE ON MAY 11, 1990

Gösta has now turned 84 since I talked to him in 1986. He sounded tired and ill and sometimes it was difficult to hear what he said.

Nowadays he spends most of his time in bed. At the beginning of our conversation Gösta showed a negative attitude and he repeated his question "why should we poke into old rubbish?" but finally he started talking. Everything he said was in accordance with the previous interviews, except that he now estimated the height as "low, 1000 metres".

He also told me that after our last conversation he called the Defence staff (or possibly the Air staff) to inquire whether they had any documents left regarding this incident. Once again he was asked to keep quiet. Hence the negative attitude at the beginning.

Further particulars however appeared during our conversation:

"We had left Gothenburg in the morning and had lunch in Linköping.

At Getå we stopped for a coffee. I took out my camera and started filming my colleagues as suddenly one of them called out:

"It was burning in the back and it had no wings. Light an ordinary cigar and make a sketch of it, that's what it looked like!"

I remember everything in detail. I could follow the cigar through the telephoto lens so I got a good picture of it.

Back in the car heading for Stockholm we talked a lot about what we should do. We could either call the press, the defence staff or we could shut up. We were not sure about what to do since we were convinced that we should be ridiculed. The newspapers wrote a lot about flying saucers but this was obviously a flying cigar. Who would believe that?

When we arrived at our hotel in Stockholm I plucked up my courage and called the Defence staff (or maybe it was the Air staff) and we were asked to come up at once.

We got a very kind reception there. We were treated like princes. Officers with lots of gold hanging down their shoulders and lots of other gentlemen received us. The whole staff clustered around us.

We were immediately separated from each other and we were interrogated separately. Then we were asked to shut up about all this. Our information was compiled and we were asked to point out the place on a map where we had seen the rocket. They took our film in order to arrange for a quick exposure and asked us to come back a couple of hours later.

They showed us into a projection room with a lot of people there. But when they started the film it was completely white. It had been over-

exposed. That was a terrible disappointment and not only to us. I never got the film back, not even the private pictures.

It is bugging me so damn much that I was careless that time with the adjustment of the camera. I lost a fortune there. The film could have been shown all over the world. It could have been a world sensation

if I had not got so excited and forgot to change the position of the diaphragm.            

Translation credit: Telle Lilja  

Case xxx.

A high-altitude torpedo over Uddevalla
To be commented and edited..../AL

FLYGMOTOR

GG/VO

To the Defence Staff

Re: Observations made concerning a space missile

The undersigned, employed at AB Flygmotor in Trollhättan, made the following observations regarding a space missile on August 22 at 9.38-9.41 pm. I was in my summer house at the estate of Sund at the Byfjorden near Uddevalla.

First of all I wish to point out that this is not a supernatural or a cosmic phenomenon. I am 100 percent sure that this object was manufactured in a mechanical workshop.

I was in my summer house and was busy reading something when I heard the sound of an aeroplane which is not at all unusual there. This time, however, I especially noticed the sound as the volume  

was increasing all the time without seeming to reach a maximum. 

I was listening to the noise for about one minute before I got  up to have a look, and during this period of time the aeroplane should normally have  passed. What mainly caught my attention, however, was the sound of the engine. It sounded like a slow moving combustion engine but the bangs were considerably more powerful.

When I got out on my doorstep I immediately saw the object towards the starry night sky. It was straight up in the sky at about 70 degrees angle from the ground.

Observations:

Shape. The shape of the object was according to the enclosed watercolour. However, I wish to point out that the exact shape was difficult to see as I was disturbed by the sparkling light from the stars in the background. The body of the object was thus torpedo shaped but with other proportions than those of a torpedo or an aeroplane, in so far as the diameter being remarkably large in relation to the length. In the back there was an exhaust blaze with a diameter not quite as large as the largest diameter of the body, but at least as large as the diameter of the rear part. The length of the blaze was about the same as the diameter. The colour of the blaze was yellow, in a shade about the same as the watercolour. I could not notice any movement of the blaze.

(Colour) painting of the object made by the witness.

I had the opportunity of observing the shape of the rear part of the missile for quite some time and that is why I think I have got it right. As regards the shape of the front part, however, I am not quite sure about this. At first I thought I saw something sticking out radially from the front part but I could not with certainty establish whether it was something else than an optical illusion caused by the sparkling starlight which kind of disturbed the profile.       

At first sight I could not notice any wings and that is why I especially looked for them, however without succeeding.

The sound. I had no impression that the sound was coming behind the object. The noise was very strong and it sounded as if it was coming from a combustion engine with a low number of revolutions, but with the difference that the bangs were considerably more powerful. It was quite different than the fast moving, well accumulated and buzzing sound from an ordinary aeroplane engine. The sound cannot either be defined as roaring.

Another kind of sound phenomenon which I noticed was heterodynes which would indicate that there was more than on source of sound. I estimated the "number of revolutions" to be 

1 rev/sec.  

I could not notice any changes in the number of revolutions or in the absolute sound intensity.

No other sounds like whining could be heard.

The trajectory. The trajectory seemed to be linear both sideways and vertically.

Map of the area with flight path and notes by the witness.

The direction. The compass direction was checked on the following day and was determined to be 280 degrees with a deviation of 4 degrees taken into consideration. The direction thus was ONO, the missile came from the sea and proceeded towards Stockholm. See map enclosed.

Period of time. The period of time during which I watched the object was 2 minutes and before that I could hear it for about 1 minute. With reservation taken to these estimations.

The altitude. The altitude was very difficult to determine. According to my opinion however it was about 1000-2000 m, closer to 1000 m. I could see that the altitude was high when the object went away because it disappeared fairly high above the horizon instead of behind it. The reason why I could not see it any longer was that the distance became too long.

The velocity. Of course the velocity was also very difficult to determine. If we  assume that the altitude was about 1000 m I would assess the velocity to be approximately the same as the velocity of  an aeroplane type J 21, probably higher.

The size. With the assumption of the altitude being 1000 m I would say that the missile was somewhat longer than a fighter and the diameter was at least twice the size of the one of a fighter.

Summing up. It could not have been an ordinary aeroplane, partly because

a) the sound could be heard for too long a period of time

b) the sound was too high, absolutely considered, and in relation to the altitude

c) the number of revolutions was too low in relation to the velocity

d) with all certainty there does not exist any combustion engine causing bangs that powerful

It could not have been a jet plane with a constant combustion.

The object was probably equipped with a jet propulsion unit with an intermittent combustion, that is a unit equipped with valves.

Enabling the missile to keep the straight trajectory which it actually did, with all certainty it must have been equipped with wings. It could be possible that the irregularities which I noticed on the front part of the object could be the outer parts of small wings, similar to those of the V1-bomber.

Any superstructure, similar to the one of the V1-bomber could not be observed.   


Trollhättan, August 24, 1946


/signed/


Gustaf Göthberg


Master of mining engineering   

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

(Further data from CS letter 86-08-25 to be translated/AL)

August 22: British radar for 

Sweden´s defence?
To be translated...

August 23: Committee meeting

To be edited and commented.../AL

MINUTES OF MEETING ON AUG 23 1946 REGARDING MISSILES ON SWEDISH TERRITORY

(Meeting postponed from Aug 20)

Attending
From FF
Öv Jacobsson, chairman



Fld Kjellson



Byråchef Norlin



Fld Malmberg


From FS
Kapt Werneman


From FV/E3
Kapt Jacobi


From Fst
Öv Bonde



Maj Ahlgren



Kapt Olin


From KMF
Kk Oxenstierna



”  de Maré



Ing Söderbäck


From FOA
Överdir Björkesson



Dr Magnusson



Avd ch Fehrm



Ing Rynninger


From FRA
Byrådir Kempe

1. Maj Ahlgren gave a briefing of the events since Aug 18.

As from Aug 11 about 300 reports on light phenomena have been filed and most of the observations have been made at 8.45-9.00pm.

Professor Lindblad, Saltsjöbaden, who also observed the phenomena is of the opinion that, considering the elevation angle determined at different points, the altitude was about 40 km and the speed abt 4 km/sec. It is therefore probable that the light phenomen observed on Aug 11 was of celestial character. Since then a couple of reports have been filed every day.

Fst has made a list of all observations during the period April 25 - Aug 16. The observations have been specified in groups, for example light phenomena, real objects without wings and objects equipped with wings.

When excluding reports of July 9 and Aug 11 it appears that 52 % of the observations can be referred to as light phenomena. Only 8 % of the observed objects were equipped with wings or stabilizing surfaces.

There is a reported impact in Storsjön, Jämtland. Investigations are in progress.

The investigation at Gällivare has been concluded without a positive result.

Simultaneos observations were made at Åkers styckebruk, Mariefred and at Strängnäs. At both observations the elevation angle was determined. These reports are being investigated by FF.

Fst has received information about experiments carried out with missiles in occupied countries for example in Penemünde and the Baltic countries.

Ships passing by at Ösel during July 15-19 were stopped by  Russian warships and exhorted to use alternative routes. Crew members have reported they have seen rockets being launched at Ösel. 

Certain observations have been made also at Porkkala and  Finnish newspapers are publishing articles in this matter in general terms. However, Finnish astronomers are of the opinion that these observations can be explained as celestial phenomena.

2. The following investigations have been made by FF:

In order to check certain details in the report received from Mellsten on Aug 5 experimental flights were carried out on Aug 13. A fighter J9 was flown in certain tracks och was measured with a recording instrument by the same man who made the observation on Aug 5.

It appeared that  the object observed on Aug 5 was probably sighted at a distance of 15000-20000 m, course west-southwest, cruising altitude abt 100 m, cruising speed min 350 m/sec, length of object abt 10-15 m and being longer than a J9 in relation to thickness. A mix-up with an aeroplane is considered out of the question. A separate report in this matter is available.

A barrack guard named Oskar Fredriksberg has been interrogated by FF with regard to certain observations he made on Aug 12 at 10.00-12.00 pm. He reported that he saw 9 "light balls" and two real objects moving at an altitude below 1000 m with a course mainly towards east.

The objects were spool-shaped and had stabilizing surfaces at the back. A sketch drawn by the man shows a missile similar to V2 with a strong light at the back.  In one case the light seemed to be intermittent (going out regularly) and in the other case it was constant. The objects were making a hissing noise.

A certain lieutenant Irholm from F1, together with his lookout, made an observation on Aug 14 while flying a B18. They noticed a spool-shaped object with a length of abt 15 m and with a diameter of abt 1 m, with no wings and with stabillizing surfaces. The object had a cruising altitude of 250 m, adjusting it to the hilly country. There were no lights or smoke. The cruising speed was determined by Irholm to be at least 600-700 km/h. Assuming that the courses and ground determinations are correct it must have had a speed of min 800 km/h. A mix-up with a fighter J26, being in the area at the time, is theoretically possible but not probable. A separate report in this subject has been filed.

Investigations of alleged impacts at Sala and Enköping have not had a positive outcome. Copper washers retrieved at Sala have been forwarded to FOA. This also goes for parts of moulded light metal found in the vicinity of Ånge.

ER-reports from F16 of Aug 19 and from F1 of Aug 20 are being investigated.

3. Investigations carried out at FOA of retrieved material have had no positive outcome. The yellow material from Njurunda has been sent to the Rubber laboratory in Uppsala and to Stockviksverken for examination.

4. FRA reports that their aeroplanes have picked up the same impulsing as before. Impulse direction findings show that the impulses originate from the Penemünde area. The exact times of observation will be forwarded to Fst for coordination with other observations.

The other aeroplane B3 is now being used and is handled by FRA. It is essential that observations from these aeroplanes be forwarded immediately to the fighting central at FV.

5. Air commodore Jacobsson reported that air reconnaisance has been carried out on the Penemünde area which resulted in an immediate reaction in the form of a fighter being sent off. Air reconnaisance will be resumed.

6. In order to check the observation reports a J28 will be flown from F4 to F13 on Aug 24.

7. FV has installed echo image stations at Landsort, Bullerö and Hamnskär. The fighting central at FV is furnished with operating crew and a file of J26 is ready to take off during 8.00-11-00 am and 2.00-4.00 pm.

A direct line will be set up between the above ER stations and KA ER stations in the same area. 

In order to prevent disturbance of the ER stations all necessary flying should be avoided within this area. This matter will be looked after by F3.

Russian planes which are frequently sighted on the Swedish coast will be looked out for and observed by Swedish fighters. E3 will look into this matter.

8. Kk de Maré reported that the big KR station that KMF offered Fst to put up at Mellsten turned out to be heavier than expected. The scanner system alone weighs 4-5000 kg. The installation would therefore take at least one month and cost around kr 10000-20000. Fst can not bear this cost.

MF has not made the final decision where to put up the station. It will probably be at Mellsten but not until the spring of 1947. Smaller stations of the type used on ships can be borrowed from MF and installed in a short time and at a lower cost.

Kk Oxenstierna will check if MF would pay for the installation of the big station and if installation works could be started immediately.

9. Maj Ahlgren reported that a preliminary cost estimate has been made for a sparse mobilization of the air defence warning service of Central Sweden. With military staff included the expense will amount to abt kr 200.000 and with voluntary staff abt kr 300.000. It is probably extremely difficult to get volunteers. No request has been sent to the Commander in Chief for military staff. The question will be forwarded to the Prime Minister by brigadier Jacobsson.

10. Engineer Fehrm suggested that models according to scale be built of  the types of missiles known to us. Under different lighting circumstances observations will be made in order to find out how clearly wings and stabilizing surfaces are visible. It was decided that FOA build the models in consultation with fld Kjellson.

11. Maj Ahlgren gave Kk Oxenstierna a briefing on measures taken and measures to be taken in order to prove the possibility of celestial phenomena and to find out trajectories, starting points etc.

12. Next meeting will be held at FF on Friday Aug 30, 1946 at 2.00 pm without summons.

Stockholm Aug 23, 1946

/signed/

Eric Malmberg

Keeper of the minutes

To be edited and commented.../AL

Translation credit: Telle Lilja.

Case xxx. Pieces of metal

To be edited and commented.../AL
”Sample no 23

Found at Holmsjön - Aldersjön.

Received at FOA on Aug 23, 1946 accompanied by a letter as follows:

"Under separate cover please find metal parts for examination. The metal parts were found under the following circumstances:

”Engineer Nils Orne, employed at Alby new chlorate factory, and supervisor Viking Svensson were fishing at the rapids between Holmsjön and Aldersjön. On the river bank Svensson discovered metal parts that looked as if they had been exposed to strong heat. 

There are no roads leading to the point of discovery and the vegetation in the area is very dense. Therefore it is difficult to explain how the pieces could have ended up on the shore, where they were spread over a very limited area."

The sample consists of two metal parts of white metal, together forming an incomplete ring, and also three strips of tin plated 1mm copper plating soldered together at one end with a bolt with screw.

The remaining part of the incomplete ring has obviously melted down. Around the melt spot the sample is strongly blackened and it seems as if the heat has struck the ring unsymmetrically. The outer diameter of the ring is abt 135 mm. The outer envelope surface is cylindrical, the inner envelope surface is conical and maximum thickness of the material is abt 7,5 mm. The largest width of the ring is 29 cm. The material has a very rough cristalline fracture and seems to be cast. 

On the outer side of the ring there were marks along the envelope surface located at 120 degrees angular distance, which would indicate that originally there were some device attached to the ring. The marks correspond very well with the three strips mentioned earlier in this report.

The three parts have been manufactured according to a very simple method of attachment which indicates that the parts were mass-produced or that they were intended for mass production.

Qualitative spectral analysis of the the ring reveals that the main component is zinc with a low content of copper and possibly some lead. The threads of the bolts show signs of  having been attached to nuts but as no deformation of the threads or bolts has taken place it can be assumed that the nuts were not removed by force caused by explosion, high temperature etc. The parts in question must thus have been screwed off. The appearance of the part would hint at a clamping ring and the material would hardly be intended to stand high temperatures.

As mentioned above the cylindrical ring mostly consists of pure zinc. We therefore called on Väsbyverken whose main production consists of die-cast of zinc alloyages.

We talked to engineer Anderson at Väsbyverken on Sept 16, 1946 who informed us that pure zinc is hardly used nowadays for die-cast in Sweden. However, chill casting is being practised with pure zinc. The construction of the device suggests mass production as moulding would hardly have been practised otherwise.

The rough cristalline structure could indicate that the object was heated up to a high temperature or that it was manufactured a very long time ago. Immediately after the moulding the structure was probably much smoother.

Engineer Andersson mentioned the possibility that it might derive from the last world war and it could be a part of a paraffine stove or something like that. During the last world war moulding with zinc was very common, both before and after that other construction materials became common.

The origin of the device cannot thus be determined with certainty. Further inquires would have to be made with other companies in the die-casting trade, possibly also in the ironware and househould trades. 

To be commeted and edited.../AL

Translation credit: Telle Lilja
August 23: Postal rockets crossing the Atlantic in two hours...
A TT-Ritzau´s Bureau telegram from Copenhagen reported that a Director Jones of the Hawker Sidderley Aircraft Co. arrived in the city on Wednesday (Aug.21). He speculated that ”in a few decades” postal rockets would be sent from Copenhagen to land in New York just two hours later. The rockets would be controlled by radar and when close to America, wings and landing gear would be unfolded and the rocket would slowly land. (Norra Västerbotten, August 23). 

Case xxx.

A torpedo over lake Trehörningen

Case xxx.

A flying cigar over Burträsk

To be edited and commented.../AL

”Report

In accordancw with Högkv:Fst dept L nr 7:49, June 12, 1946

The report received on Aug 26 at 1.00 pm by Captain B Brännström.

Observer: Farmer Gunnar Bergström, municipality of Burträsk.

Point of observation: in the outskirts of the municipality.

Time of observation: Aug 25 at 10.30 am

Duration: --

Altitude: abt 10 m



Course: southerly

Description of the phenomenon: A relatively fast-moving cigar-shaped object with no perceptible light or sound phenomena.

Umeå, Aug 26, 1946

/signed/ G Sjöberg

Regimental commander

/counter-signed/ Erik Persson

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

”CIGAR-SHAPED MISSILE OVER BURTRÄSK"

Date of observation: Aug 25, 1946

TELEPHONE INTERVIEW WITH KJELL WIKSTRÖM ON JAN 29, 1987

Kjell is the step-son of Gunnar Bergström who is mentioned as witness in the article of the Skellefteåbladet, and who lives at Lappvattnet, east of Burträsk, tel 0914-40063. I got his name through Annie Burvall, tel 0914-10281, an old lady with a very good memory.

Kjell´s parents are both dead. His sister Gunni can be reached through Naima Wikström, tel 0914-10381, but she is somewhat retarded.

Kjell recalls;

- I was 13 years old at the time, I was born in 1933. I recall the incident very well even if I am not quite sure that I saw the object myself or if I just heard my parents talking about it.

However, I remember very well how a greyish object 0,5-1,0 m of length came flying over our barn roof. It was fairly fast-moving and the altitude was low, perhaps no more than 12-15 m over the ground.

It was a sunny and bright day and the object was clearly visible. It was round and had no wings. The diameter was about 15 cm. It was moving parallell with or somewhat awry to the ground.

When the incident became known many people showed up willing to search for the object that was supposed to have crashed in the neighbourhood. I remember that the police came to search for it and many people took an interest in this incident. Policeman Hjalmar Strid was also there. He has deceased since.

When daddy told people what he had seen some people suggested that it might have been a big bird, a hawk or something like that. But that was absolutely not true. Daddy was used to outdoor life and if it had been a bird he would have recognized it.

When Kjell had finished his story he gave me the name of a policeman in Burträsk who might know where the police report from the investigation was filed. I immediately called Chief Constable Hans Lövgren at the police station,  tel 0914-11100.

- I´m afraid it may have been burnt. When we moved from the courthouse in 1978-79 we burnt a lot of old reports that were kept in the attic. 

Torsten Jonsson, an ex policeman and now retired and living in Skellefteå (tel 0910-14964) does not agree.

I came to this district in 1948 from Bjurholm south of Umeå and I do not know this case but during the time I worked here we always kept a diary on all reports and investigations and never burnt them.

The papers must still be available at the archives of the District police superintentant in Skellefteå.

As regards Hjalmar Strid he could have been there to investigate the matter but since it happened almost on the border of two districts there may also have been another person involved,  called Lindström (deceased since). In those days they often sent policemen from both districts when something happened on the border.

Torsten Jonsson recommended me to call Tommy Lundström at the archives of the police in Skellefteå, tel 0910-38100, which I did.

- I will check if the report is still filed here. There is a risk that it may have been sent to the county records office in Härnösand.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Letter from the County Records Office in Härnösand

To Norrbottens-Kuriren, Clas Svahn, 951 81 LULEÅ

Re: "Ghost rockets"

We refer to your letter of 1987-01-30 enquiring for files concerning the "ghost rockets".

We have gone through the files at the County Records Office at Burträsk in order to find information regarding the actual observation of a "cigar-shaped missile" over Burträsk.

The policeman concerned, Hjalmar Strid, was working at the county records district at Burträsk, which is also mentioned in the newspaper article and not at the south district of Skellefteå.

The outcome is, however, negative. No records whatsoever can be found in registers or other documents on the alleged observation.

There may be several reasons. One possible reason is that no written documentation has been made at all, maybe because they did not give credence to the observation. The observation may also have been noted in the daily journal which has not been preserved.

The country records office may also have had verbal contacts or other contacts later on with the Milo staff (?), the Defence staff or the defence unit at the County Administrative Board.

The files of the County Administrative Board of Västerbotten have not been delivered to the County Records Office and no research has been made there.

Instead we would recommend you to contact the County Administrative Board of Västerbotten, 90186 UMEÅ, tel 090-107000. A sample has been taken in the files of the County Records Office where a report regarding an observation made at Junosuando has been filed in the defence records of August 1946, received from the district police superintendent at Pajala.

/signed/

Per Matsson

To be edited, completed and commented.../AL

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

August 25: The V-1 displayed at the Trollhättan airshow
The city of Trollhättan hosted one of the largest 1946 civilian airshows. One of the main attractions was one of the original V-1 buzz bombs loaned from the Technical Museum in Stockholm. The audience was also treated with appearances of a large number of airplanes including the Swedish J-21 ”earwig” plane. 

Source: Bohuslänningen, August 20.
August 26: Secret Air Force order

August 27: Ossian Golding in Stockholm

August 30: Committee meeting
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MINUTES OF MEETING AT FF ON AUG 30, 1946 CONCERNING MISSILES OVER SWEDEN

Attending
From FF
Öv Jacobsson, 

chairman



Fld Kjellson



Byråchef Norlin



Fld Norén



Fli Malmberg


From FS
Kapt Werneman


From FV/E3 
Ljt Karlsson


From Fst
Öv Bonde



Maj Ahlgren


From KMF
Kk Oxenstierna


From FOA
Avd ch Fehrm



Dr Magnusson



Ing Rynninger


From FRA
Byrådir Kempe

1. Maj Ahlgren gave a briefing on the events since Aug 20.

Abt 40 reports on observations have been received and 53 % of these are light phenomena which corresponds to the previous correlation.

On Aug 22 a very precise observation was made near Uddevalla by a college mining engineer at Flygmotor in Trollhättan. The object observed was torpedo shaped with a relatively large diameter in relation to the length. There was a yellow blaze at the back and it sounded like a combustion engine with a low number of revolutions.

It did not sound like an aero engine. It probably was a jet propulsion unit with an intermittent combustion. Whether it had wings or not is uncertain. Fob is of the opinion that it was a plane. The matter is investigated further by Fst.

A torpedo-shaped greyish object with wings "and some kind of vertical stabilizer" was observed at Trehörningen in the neighbourhood of Umeå on Aug 24. It was 0,5 m of length and 0,5 m between the wings. Similar observations have been made in the same area in may, on July 5 and July 8. Considering the possibility of making a model this matter should be investigated by Fst.

A report has been received from Lic Grabe, FOA concerning observations made on Aug 11 at Åkers styckebruk, Mariefred and Strängnäs. This matter has also been investigated by FF.

The sighted object will have kept an altitude of at least 50 km and a speed of abt 4 km/sec. As this information corresponds very well with the observations made by professor Lindblad and the time of observation coincides with the large number of reports, this matter should not be investigated further.

Fst has checked the time of observation for the reports given by FRA but there does not seem to be any connection with the reports received by Fst.

No connection has been set up between FV Er-stations and Ka-stations as there is no staff available at Väddö and as the station at Mellsten will not be ready until around Sept 1.

Fst considers a mobilization of the air reconnaisance too extensive and thus infeasible and will not recommend this measure.

Fst plans to send a request to CFV  that a fighting squad be kept in general alert in case of the occurrence of missiles.

2. Fst has been in touch with an English expert on missiles and FF has been in contact with another one. However, these experts have not been able to contribute with any essential information.

3. Reports have been received from FV KE at F1 and F16. In several cases the flight lines were of the appearance that ordinary planes are out of the question. The indications can probably be referred to a big  bird of some kind.

The time of observation in one case corresponds to an observation made in Helsingfors.

4. FRA´s fighters have perceived the same impulses as recently. On one occasion a very strong impulse was perceived near Landsort.

Impulse direction findings revealed alignment with Dagö.

On later occasions several indications have been perceived but they have not yet been subject to analysis. Senior administrative officer Kempe is of the opinion that these impulses do not concern the "traffic over Sweden" but they are still of a great interest.

The prevalent way of impulse direction finding which is done by planes only allows a sporadic supervision. Two other ways are available, however. 

One way is to launch a receiver at a high altitude by using a barrage balloon. The matter is looked into by FRA and FOA.

The other way is to place receivers close to transmission stations by using ships. The chief of the Navy has promised that a large minesweeper be kept at disposal for this purpose in September.

5. Commander Oxenstierna reported that the Navy´s large ER-station will be installed at Mellsten, installation work starting on Sept 2. The work is expected to be completed on Oct 1 at the earliest. The expenses are expected to be completely covered by the Navy. The commander of the Navy has ordered all warships to get set  for  increased alertness.

6. The yellow substance sent by FOA for analysis to Gummiforskningslaboratoriet (The Rubber Research laboratory) has now been identified as "DVA polymers from the SG factory at Stockvik". This is a waste product in the production of neoprene rubber.

7. Air commodore Jacobsson reported that the ER stations "615" ordered from USA by FF will be delivered within a fortnight.

All expenses covering FV ER-reconnaisance of these missiles will be paid for by FF.

8, Fld Kjellson reported that investigations are going on concerning the use of the Tromador effect. It appears that the tube can be used also at subsonic velocity.

9. Due to lack of staff watch has to be discontinued during the FV drill at the ER stations that are not included in the drill. Preparations should be made to resume watch immediately after the drill.

10. Next meeting at FF on Friday Sept 6, 1946 at 2.00 pm without notice.

Stockholm, Aug 30, 1946

/unsigned/ /no name/

Va/mbg/MF
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Translation credit: Telle Lilja
August 30: Russian airplane over the Stockholm archipelago

August 30-31: Reports from the European continent

